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BARRISTERS AND ATTORNEYS





LEGAL SCHOLARSHIP
Established by Mello Jones & Martin in 1998, the Legal Scholarship provides a financial award in the amount of $25,000 to an outstanding young Bermudian or PRC holder with the right to work in Bermuda 18 years of age or older, and may be renewed, subject to satisfactory academic progress for a total of four years. Applicants must be accepted (or provisionally accepted) for enrolment in an MJM approved law school or post-graduate vocational course (BVC, LPC or equivalent) and must provide a copy of the acceptance (provisionally accepted) letter. 

Candidates will be selected based on merit including strong academic qualifications and academic and personal references from prominent persons (i.e. teachers, community or business leaders). An applicant’s personal leadership/achievement, charitable and community involvement, and deportment and temperament will be factors considered. Financial need may also be a factor. 

An essay of approximately 2,000 words on one of the following legal topics is also required.
· Does Bermuda’s draft legislation regarding freedom of information adequately protect an individual’s rights?

· Is Bermuda’s legal framework sufficient to protect Bermuda’s natural resources?

· Does the granting of police powers to confiscate clothing violate a person’s constitutional or human rights?

· Does the Westminster System of government require an opposition?

· Term limits – friend or foe of Bermuda?

· Has the time come for the enforcement of parental responsibility through legislation and if so what form should it take? 

· Conscription in Bermuda – unconstitutional dinosaur or necessary inconvenience?

Short-listed applicants will be invited to speak to their application and their paper with the MJM scholarship committee who will engage the applicant in a discussion about the topic of their essay.  The presentation and follow-up question and answer period will be about 30 minutes in length. 
The scholarship winner, if offered a position, must agree to work at MJM , being paid at the usual rate for pupils, during each of the summer periods between his or her years at school/training. The scholarship winner, if offered a position, must agree to take his/her 12 month pupillage with MJM or another (foreign) law firm or chambers pre-arranged or agreed by MJM, paid at usual rates. The scholarship winner, if offered a position, must agree to work for MJM as an employee, paid at competitive rates, for a two-year period after being called to the Bermuda Bar. Should the recipient not fulfill the work obligations described above, the full amount awarded will become a repayable student loan. 
Mello Jones & Martin reserves the right to withdraw support based on reasonable grounds as the Partners may determine in their own discretion, including, but not limited to, becoming involved in inappropriate behaviour and falling below an average grade of 2.2 or equivalent in one or more of his/her courses.
Completed applications must be submitted on or before July 15.

Short listed candidates must be available for interview between July 29 and August 15.
The winner will be announced by August 31.
Thistle House

4 Burnaby Street

Hamilton, Bermuda
441.292.1345

http://www.mjm.bm/students/scholarship
Legal Scholarship Application Form

Please complete in your own handwriting

Full Name of Applicant

Date and Place of Birth

Local Address

Telephone

Email

Overseas Address

Telephone

Email

Alternative Contact
Alternative Contact Daytime Contact Number / Email

Educational History

Secondary School
Dates
Qualifications

College/University
Dates



Qualifications

College/University
Dates



Qualifications

College/University
Dates



Qualifications

Please write a brief statement about your proposed course of study, why you have chosen it and your ultimate career objective

Intended Educational Institution

Do you hold any scholarship, bursary or award for the current year?  Yes/No

If yes, please state name of award(s):

Duration of award


Amount


When awarded:

Have you applied for any other scholarship, bursary or award for the current year?  Yes/No

If yes, please give details:

Outlines other achievements and activities over the past 4 years (e.g. leadership roles, charitable activities, community service, etc.)

Employment History

Place of Employment
Dates

Job Description

Reasons for Leaving

Place of Employment
Dates

Job Description

Reasons for Leaving

Place of Employment
Dates

Job Description

Reasons for Leaving

Place of Employment
Dates

Job Description

Reasons for Leaving

Signature of Applicant:




Date:

Accompanying Documents

Please provide the following documents. A photocopy of the items marked with an asterisk (*) is acceptable.

· An essay of approximately 2,000 words on one of the prescribed topics noted above.

· Two character references from prominent members of the community; i.e., a school or college Principal, a Minister of Religion, Justice of the Peace, etc.

· Two references as to academic ability

· Copies of educational certificates, transcripts and qualifications*

· A medical certificate dated within the previous calendar year*
· A letter from the Ministry of Labour and Immigration attesting to the fact that the applicant has Bermudian status or is a PRC holder with the right to work in Bermuda
The Application Form and accompanying documents should be submitted by July 15 addressed to the attention of:

The Scholarship Committee
Mello Jones & Martin
Thistle House
4 Burnaby Street
PO Box HM 1564
Hamilton HM FX
Bermuda

Ref: SH
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